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“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to their full potential. A child’s experience 

in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is 

important in its own right, and it provides the foundation for children to make the most of their abilities 

and talents as they grow up.” 

“Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage” 

Department for Children, Schools and Families, 2007 

Our philosophy 

In the Early Years Foundation Stage, children learn best through play based activities and firsthand 

experience. Every child deserves the best possible start in life, in the Early Years we aim to give this by 

observing what the children can do and supporting them to fulfill their potential. Children become 

independent learners through the provision of a balance of child initiated and adult led experiences. 

Through play our children explore and develop learning experiences, which help them make sense of the 

world. They practice and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves and understand the need for 

rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside other children as well as on their own. They 

communicate with others as they investigate and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious 

experiences in controlled and safe situations. At our school we aim to provide a broad and balanced 

curriculum which will enable each child to develop emotionally, socially, physically, creatively, and 

intellectually to their full potential and at their own pace. Each child is unique and is valued as an 

individual. 

 

Aims 

• To provide a safe, secure and stimulating learning environment, which meets the individual needs and 

interests of the children and in which creativity and expressiveness are valued. 

• To develop warm and secure relationships between children and adults. 

• To provide a high quality curriculum in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage document, and Every 

Child Matters. 

• For the children to become aware of moral and social values. 



• To encourage active learning through first hand experiences both in indoor and outdoor play, and 

through both verbal and non-verbal communication. 

• To encourage children to become self-motivated and independent learners with a positive attitude to 

learning and self-discipline. 

• To value diversity within our school and community. 

• To foster positive home school links and share a common sense of purpose with parents. The key 

person is fundamentally the class teacher with a team of practitioners contributing towards the care and 

learning for the children and their parents. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 

The content of the curriculum is set out within the EYFS document. Guidance is given on effective learning 

and teaching through the seven areas, divided into 3 Prime areas and 4 Specific areas. 

Prime Areas: 

1. Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

2. Communication and Language 

3. Physical Development 

Specific Areas: 

1. Literacy 

2. Mathematics 

3. Understanding the World 

4. Expressive Arts and Design  

None of these areas can be delivered in isolation from the others. They are equally important and depend 

on each other. All areas are delivered through a balance of adult led and child initiated activities. Within 

each of these areas there are stepping stones which show the knowledge, skills, understanding and 

attitudes that children need to learn during the EYFS in order to achieve the Early Learning Goals by the 

end of their Reception Year. 

 

Organisation 

- Within the Early Years Unit there is a main classroom, a practical area, a quiet room and an outside area. 

There are also girls and boys toilets in the unit.  

- There are 2 qualified teachers and two trained Early Years Practitioners. 

- There is a single intake in the September term and the children are organised into 2 main teaching 

groups.  

- The style of teaching and organisation of the curriculum changes gradually over the year as the children 

develop. 

- The team meet weekly to plan in the long, medium and short term. 

 

The Learning Environment 

At Beaudesert, work and play is planned both indoors and outdoors to give children opportunities to 

enjoy learning and challenge themselves, encouraging child initiated learning. Children are expected to 



develop independence through the routines and layouts of the learning environment. Children and adults 

are expected to take responsibility for the care of and use of resources and the environment. 

Children have access to a wide range of equipment including construction toys, role-play, table top and 

small world toys, sand and water equipment, art and craft materials, musical instruments, ICT equipment, 

quiet areas with books, larger outdoor toys and specialist PE equipment. 

 

Transition from Nursery to full time Education 

Our aim is to establish a smooth and successful transition to school. This is facilitated by a transition 

timetable being drawn up annually to include -  

• Visits to the main feeder nurseries. 

• Liaising with outside agencies. 

•An open afternoon for all parents prior to the children starting school. 

• The teacher visits children in their home setting prior to their starting school. 

•A yearly questionnaire to parents to gather feedback.  

 

Role of the Co-ordinator 

It is the role of the Early Years Co-ordinator, under the guidance of the Head Teacher: - 

• To organise the delivery of Early Years Curriculum and to ensure progression and development. 

• To monitor planning and quality of delivery within the curriculum. 

• To keep abreast of developments within Early Years. 

• To monitor and update resources. 

• To liaise with and support pre-school establishments. 

• To attend regular EYFS Coordinator meetings and Cluster groups. 

 

Equal Opportunities 

All children have an equal entitlement to a good Early Years Curriculum regardless of gender, race, culture, 

Religion, disability and special or medical needs. 

 

Special Educational Needs 

It is important to identify those children early who find some areas of learning difficult so that strategies 

to help them can be put in place as soon as possible. SEN children have access to the full curriculum and 

are involved in all the learning experiences. 

 

Assessment 

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is a framework that came into force in its revised format in 

September 2012 and is the regulatory and quality framework for the provision of learning. An EYFS profile 

is completed for each child in the academic year in which they reach the age of five. It is statutory to 

complete the Foundation Stage Profile for each pupil and is completed in partnership with parents. 

It provides Year 1 teachers and parents with reliable and accurate information about each child's level of 

development as they reach the end of the EYFS. This enables the teacher to plan an effective, responsive 



and appropriate curriculum that will meet all children's needs, to support their continued achievement 

more fully. 

 

Recording and monitoring 

Each child's development is recorded against 17 assessment scales, based on the early learning goals and 

divided between the seven areas of learning and development. Judgments against these scales are made 

from observations of consistent and independent behaviour, predominantly from children's self-initiated 

activities. In addition, a judgment will be made on each child at the end of the reception year on how 

they learn. These will be delivered in the form of a short report under the headings of each of the three 

characteristics of effective learning: Active learning, Creating and thinking critically and Playing and 

exploring. The Assessment and observations informs planning, enabling teachers to complete the profiles 

and to deliver a curriculum that is specific to the children’s needs. 

• Baseline assessments take place in the first half term to gauge individual children’s abilities. 

• Monitoring of each child will take place through regular observations, discussion, photographs, record 

keeping and planned assessments. 

• EYFS Profile is completed by the end of June and the LA is given a summary of each child’s achievement 

profile. This information is also used to report on the progress in each of the seven areas of learning, as 

well as the Characteristics of Learning to parents. 

• EYFS Profile and each child’s ‘Learning Journey’ are shared termly. 

• An end of year report summarising the achievements from the Foundation Stage profile is shared with 

parents. 

• The profile data is discussed with Year 1 teachers so that they can continue to help the children to 

achieve the early learning goals if they have not done so, before they can access the KS1 curriculum. 

 

This policy will be reviewed annually and monitored by all staff to ensure that practice in the classrooms 

reflects the aims and objectives of this policy. 
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