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25th   May 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Re: Phased return to school 

Thank you for all of your responses to the survey I sent out for you. Thank you also for your kind 
comments in appreciation of Beaudesert home school learning support. 
 
I understand the thinking behind all groups that responded, whether this was to indicate a wish 
for their children to return to school, stay home, or even those that were unsure. This is no 
surprise when guidance is so limited and scientific assurances are inconsistent. 
 
No doubt you can imagine the conundrum that I and many head teachers have been in who are 
tasked with steering this path and I have given much time and thought as to how best I can go 
about this. 
 
My primary aim is, and will always be, the safety of all staff and all children in our Beaudesert 
community. This is my main driver as I proceed with this phased plan of return. Below you will see 
the measures that I have been working on alongside my senior COVID-19 health and safety team. 
 
I have mapped out the phased return to Beaudesert based upon: 
 

 Government guidelines 
 Our physical environment at Beaudesert 
 Staff availability 
 Our capacity right now and in future weeks when other year groups may need to be 

accommodated. 
 A recognition and wish to accommodate family groups where possible. 

 
Phased return of YR and Y1  
I have planned for the phased return to be very gradual. Initially each child in YR and Y1 will have 
the opportunity to spend two days in school every other week. 
Both myself and my senior health and safety team have spent time preparing the school building. 
It has been thoroughly deep cleaned, classrooms and resources have been reorganised and we 
plan to carry out a disinfectant clean after each and every teaching day. Much of the first day for 
each group of children will be spent being trained in the practical safety that will become part of 
children’s every day routine. The chief of these will be for hand hygiene and social distancing. 
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Additional safety measures:  
    

 Children will be provided with an individual named set of equipment including pencil, 

rubber, coloured pencils, pritt stick, whiteboards in named personal packs (which can be 

wiped).   

 Timetables will be staggered to avoid shared playtimes and lunchtime spaces with other 

groups.  

 We will operate a one-way system for drop-off and pick-up: Please enter through the main 

entrance and turn left to continue around the school.   

 We ask that only one parent comes on-site with a child and that all parents social distance 

when waiting to drop off and collect.   

 All visitors and parents/ carers will be required to wear face coverings whilst on site. 

 Children are asked to arrive at set times on agreed days. Please see the chart below. 

 The school office is closed and we ask that any queries are telephoned or emailed into the 

school.  (This feels unfriendly, but is a measure intended to limit the adults in the building). 

 Regular wiping of contact points throughout the day in addition to the daily cleaning 

regime in all spaces being used.  

 Children will use the toilet facilities one at a time. These will also be disinfected regularly in 

the day. 

 We will do as much outdoor learning as possible and minimise where we can, sharing of 

play equipment. 

 Children will still use the outdoor play equipment in the playground however it will be 

wiped down by staff in between each group’s use.  

 Children will be washing their hands A LOT!   

  
How we plan to support our learners (emotionally and academically)  
We do not underestimate the challenge we face settling your children back into school, especially 
the very youngest. So the staff will plan for an alternative curriculum putting lots of emphasis on 
emotional well-being as children re-join. Much of the learning in school will mirror the planning 
online so that as much equality of opportunity as is possible can be offered.   
 
We are keen not to over promise and ensure we start slowly. Whilst I appreciate that 2 days a 
week, every other week for some will be inconvenient, we need to make sure we work within our 
capacity. We must also ensure that there is a system that will work when the government decide 
to increase the number of year groups able to re-join us.   
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The organisation for the first phase of return is based upon our school ‘house’ system. 
YR and Y1 children will be invited to be in school on their specific ‘house’ days as follows: 
 

Week beginning Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday 

Monday 1st June Grasshoppers Grasshoppers Dragonflies Dragonflies 

Monday 8th June Ladybirds Ladybirds Wasps Wasps 

Monday 15th June Grasshoppers Grasshoppers Dragonflies Dragonflies 

Monday 22nd  June Ladybirds Ladybirds Wasps Wasps 

 
 
If you are intending for your YR or Y1 child to be included in the phased return programme, please 
ensure that you complete the application form so that the necessary space can be made for them. 
This is essential for our safety planning. 
 
We are also aware that both you and your children will be as nervous as many of us are. However, 
I hope that I have assured you of the level of planning and risk assessment that has been 
undertaken on everyone’s behalf and the level of safety, care and emotional well-being that will 
form your children’s reintroduction experience. Whilst school days will not be the same as it was 
before, we plan to bring joy as well as routine back to their schooling lives as well as a positive 
outlook that will help children to overcome any anxiety or insecurity that our present national 
situation may have given rise to. We will always take good care. 
 
As usual, please do not hesitate to email me at office@beaudesert.school should you have any 

further queries and I will attempt to answer these. (Do let us know if you are unsure of your child’s 

house). Meanwhile don’t forget to fill in the form attached if you wish for your child to be placed 

on the return programme. I hope you all enjoy the rest of your week. 

 

Best wishes, 

 
Vanessa Pearce 

Headteacher 

Beaudesert Lower School 

mailto:office@beaudesert.school

