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Visions & Values 

Beaudesert’s Vision 
At Beaudesert Lower School we aim to provide a strong foundation for life-long learning. 

Alongside this, we emphasise the development of the whole child and the whole person in the 

widest possible sense; in an environment where we practise a zero tolerance to bullying. 

A key thread in all that we do is to promote equal opportunities. 

We encourage everyone to be caring, kind, helpful and to be a good friend to others, whilst 

being polite and respectful. 

We will strive to provide creative as well as academic opportunities and imaginative stimuli, so 

that no ceiling is placed on achievement. 

Through creating a happy, positive, and fun atmosphere where everyone feels safe and valued, 

children are provided with the opportunities to seek challenge and embrace risk taking. 

We encourage children to persevere with resilience and natural curiosity to develop into strong 

independent learners, happy to explore in breadth and depth, to engage in healthy competition 

and take ownership of their learning. 

To complement and widen the learning opportunities we provide for all, we welcome members 

of the wider community to enhance our provision and work with us to expand the children’s 

cultural awareness. 

To this end, we seek to demonstrate that pupils and staff are valued by providing enriching 

experiences, inspirational leadership and empowerment for all. 

We believe that promoting team building at all levels will help to ensure high levels of effective 

communication, flexibility and passion for learning and teaching, which will continue to define 

our school. 

“Together, We Can” 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
Address:   Beaudesert Lower School  
               Appenine Way 
               Leighton Buzzard 
               Bedfordshire 
               LU7 3DX 
 
Telephone: 01525 373019 
 
E-mail:   office@beaudesert.school 
 
Headteacher: Mrs Vanessa Pearce 
 
LA Address: Central Bedfordshire Council 
                     Priory House, Monk’s Walk 
                     Chicksands, Nr Shefford 
                     Beds SG17 5TQ 
                      
Telephone:  0300 300 8000 
 
The Governing Body 
The duties and functions of governors are defined in the instrument and articles of government for 
schools. It is the instrument of government which sets out the composition and rules of procedure 
of governing bodies and the articles of government which, in broad terms, define the powers and 
duties of these bodies. 
The composition of the Governing Body of this School is currently as follows:- 
 

(a) Headteacher 
(b) One Authority Governor   
(c) One Staff Governors 
(d) Two Parent Governors  
(e) 9 Co-opted Governors 

 
The Governing Body meets twice a term. 
 
The Headteacher:   Vanessa Pearce (B.Ed Hons, M.Ed Cambs) 
 
Chair of Governors:  Stephen Tiktin  
 
Authority Governor:           Stephen Hailes (First Vice-Chair)             
 
Parent Governors:       Sue Hulley 
     Hannah Tearle 
                                             
Co-opted Governors:  Joe Baker 

Tracey Brunton 
                                             Anne Guess (Second Vice-Chair)  
     Stephen Tiktin (Chair) 
 2    Samantha Maxwell 
 



 
 
 

 

 

A very warm welcome from all of the Staff  
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Welcome.  

The children and staff are all immensely proud of our school.  

At Beaudesert we aim to identify and maximize the potential in 

all children and to remove barriers that impede their academic, 

social or emotional growth. All aspects of our practice leads to 

young people developing confidence, self- belief and high levels 

of motivation. We strive for the curriculum to seize the curiosity 

and interest of everyone so that children grasp their learning as 

well as increase their understanding of how they learn; learning 

without limits in every sense.  

 

Mrs V Pearce and the Teaching Staff 



 
 
 

Staff 

 

Mrs V Pearce- Head Teacher  

 

 

 

Ms S Fitzpatrick- Deputy Head Teacher 

 

 

 

Senior Management Team 

     

     

         

 

Mrs L Butcher                          Mr M Olympious                   Mrs S Ramm 

KS2 Team Leader           KS1 Team Leader        Early Years Team Leader 

 

Early Years Team 

 

        

 

      

            

Mrs S Ramm                         Mrs M Waters               Miss T Farmer                       Mrs L Collier 

Early Years Teacher             Early Years Teacher  Teaching Assistant          Teaching Assistant 
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Year 1 Team 

 

    

 

 

 

Miss L Dean   Mrs  S Comerford             Mrs G Green 
Class Teacher   Class Teacher              Class Teacher 
 

 

 

 

     

 

Mrs D Luke   Mrs A Connew 

Teaching Assistant  Teaching Assistant 

 

 

Year 2 Team 

 

 

 

    

 

 

  

  

 

Mr M Olympious          Mrs J Turner       Mrs T Brunton       Mrs J Ephgrave 

Class Teacher           Class Teacher      Teaching Assistant       Teaching Assistant 
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Year 3 Team  

 

 

 

 

Miss F Butler                       Mrs S Jones         Mrs A Flitney            Miss A Nelson 
Class Teacher                        Class Teacher          Teaching Assistant           Teaching Assistant 
 
 

Year 4 Team 

 

 

 

  

  

 
Mrs L Butcher             Mrs G Bartoli         Miss N Jones         Mrs L Ewers 
Class Teacher             Class Teacher         Teaching Assistant       Teaching Assistant 
 
 
     

 

 

 

Mrs J Underwood   Mrs M Verrier                   Mrs J Gilroy   

Teaching Assistant   HLTA                    HLTA        
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               Mrs L Bird              Mrs S Thorne  
                                                SEN Support                                  SEN Support 



 
 
 

OUR SCHOOL 

 
The school, opened in 1983, is situated on the edge of 
Leighton Buzzard and has a warm and welcoming 
environment for approximately 240 children from the age 
of 4 to 9 years.  The first Beaudesert School was 
established in 1813 on a different site in Leighton Buzzard. 

 
At present, we have a two-form entry.  The children 
progress from the Early Years unit through to Year 1 
classes, and leave us to go to Middle Schools at the end 
of Year 4. 

 
Each pair of classrooms has an adjoining ICT room that is used for individual/group work.  All 
classrooms have an interactive whiteboard.  The two key stage areas open on to large attractive 
communal areas that are used for various curricular activities. These large shared areas are linked 
by a bright, well-stocked library. 
 
Outside the main building, housed in mobile hut classrooms, you will find a Music Room, a cookery 
room that is also used to house the daily Breakfast and After School Club, and a Nurture/Art Room.  
 
The central hall is in full use each day for assemblies, PE, music, etc and doubles up as a lunchtime 
canteen, where the children can either have hot meals, cooked freshly on the premises, or bring 
their own packed lunch from home. All children in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 receive free school 
meals. 
 
The school is surrounded by very attractive grounds, backing on to open farmland. 
We have a large field with climbing frame and trim trail, a Willow Arch, a Gazova, and seating and 
newly erected playground equipment funded by the PTA. Behind the willow arch is the Forest School 
area. The playground has a shelter along one side to provide shelter for parents whilst waiting to 
pick up and drop off their children.   There is a Science Garden with an enclosed pond area which 
is used throughout the year to reinforce Science work and also when the children have their Forest 
School sessions. 
 
The Early Years classrooms have a larger  
outside area in which to extend their  
curriculum. 
 
We are a very caring school and operate  
an open door policy. 
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Teaching 
 

Our syllabus at school is based on the National 
Curriculum which specifies the core and foundation 
subjects to be taught.  

 
 
The National Curriculum sets out which subjects are to 
be taught, what knowledge, skills and understanding 
your children should achieve in each subject according 
to their age. It also sets targets that children are 
assessed against to provide a measure of how well 
your children are achieving in a given subject. 

 
 
 
The National Curriculum is split into four key stages according to the children’s age. In this school the 
children are working at Key Stages 1 and 2. Prior to this, they work within the Early Years Foundation Stage 
goals. 
 

 
 
 

CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 

 

At Beaudesert we aim to provide a broad and balanced curriculum which is geared to every child’s need. The 
School’s curriculum statement has been agreed by the Governing Body. It describes the overall aims of the 
School’s curriculum and is summarised as follows:- 
         

 Through a child centred approach we aim to promote: 
 A high degree of self sufficiency and independency for pupils to achieve their potential 
 Positive attitudes of caring, understanding, enthusiasm and high self esteem 
 A culture of high expectations from pupils and all staff 
 Opportunities to become confident and competent users of technology 
 A high standard of Leadership and Management and good quality teaching and learning 
 A happy and secure environment with a code of mutual respect 
 Continued good relationships with parents and the wider community. 
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Key Stage Age Year 

Key Stage 1 Ages 5 – 7 Years 1 and 2 
 

Key Stage 2 Ages 7 – 9 Years 3 and 4 
(continues through to the end of Year 6 in Middle 

School) 



 
 
 

THE FOUNDATION STAGE CURRICULUM 
 

Once children enter their first year of school the children complete the Early Years Foundation 
Stage, before beginning the National Curriculum.  The Early Years Foundation Stage underpins all 
future learning. 
 
There are seven areas of learning separated into 3 Prime and 4 Specific areas. These are outlined 
below.  
All of these areas are achieved through close observation and recording by all members of the 
Early Years Team, as well as working closely with parents. 
 

PRIME AREAS 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

 

Personal, Social and Emotional 
Development 

Physical Development 

Making Relationships 
 

Listening and Attention Moving and Handling 

Self Confidence and Self 
Awareness 

Understanding  
Health and Self Care 

Managing Feelings and 
Behaviour 

Speaking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CORE SUBJECTS 
 

Key Stage 1 and 2 Core subjects.  
There are 5 core subjects –  
 
Literacy, Numeracy, Science, Computing and Religious Education. 
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CURRICULUM 

 
Literacy 
The Literacy Framework is used as a basis throughout the  
school each day in conjunction with other strategies, to help  
in creative writing, reading, spelling, comprehension, speaking  
and listening and drama.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 1 Concert 
 
 

Reading  
 

We aim that children should be able to read a range of different kinds 
of material fluently and with understanding.  We hope that they will 
find pleasure in reading for interest,   enjoyment and information. 
Children will read with their teachers in school as part of a structured 
programme. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children from Year 1 to Year 4 have a library slot each  
week, where they are taught library skills. Early Years 
 pupils are taken in to the library separately to choose  
their books.  Children are encouraged to scan their books  
independently. 
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Writing 
 
In writing, children are encouraged to write independently from an early stage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maths 

Numeracy is taught each day, using a wide range of teaching styles  
and a great deal of practical application and reasoning.  
 
Oral and mental work features strongly in each lesson.  
Children are taught to use numbers, make calculations, handle data  
and solve problems.  Most importantly, they are taught how to apply  
their skills and knowledge to real-life problem solving situations. 
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Science 
 
Children learn about the natural and man-made world through first hand exploration of objects and events.  
They are encouraged to develop investigative skills by putting forward ideas, testing them and drawing 
conclusions from the results.   
 
The school pond and the Science Garden are also used as very 
valuable resources. Forest School is being implemented throughout  
the school.  We have achieved the Silver Award in Science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Computing 

 
 

  

Each year group shares a small ICT suite of computers linked to their 
classrooms. The Children are taught to use ICT equipment confidently 
and purposefully to support their work across the whole curriculum. 

     
All children are taught about the importance of e-safety at the 
beginning of each term. 
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Religious Education   
 
Children have the opportunity to discuss the differences between right and wrong, express their feelings and 
consider the viewpoint of others through topics such as relationships, special places and occasions.  Children 
study Christianity as well as aspects of other religions.   
 
 
These include: 
History,  
Geography,  
Music,  
Design and Technology,  
Art,  
Physical Education and Personal, Social and Health Education (P.S.H.E.), MFL. 
  
 
 

History 
 
Wrest Park 2017 

 
 

Children are taught about everyday life, work, leisure 
and culture of people in the past, progressing from 
familiar situations to those of more distant in time.   
 
We try to make our History and Geography as 
interesting as possible by going out on educational 
visits to places such as the British Museum, Wrest Park, 
St Albans, Holdenby House, Environmental Areas, as 
well as using our own locality and visiting churches in 
the town. We invite specialists to school, and arrange 
special days in school such as a World War 2 day in Year 
4 and Viking Day in Years 3 and 4. 

 

 
 

 
    

 
Holdenby House 2017 

 
 
 
 
13 

 



 
 
 

Geography 
In Geography, children develop an awareness of localities in and  
beyond their own country.  They are encouraged to observe their  
surroundings and examine pictures and pictorial maps of distant  
places. 
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Music  
 
Children are taught a wide range of songs and introduced to a variety of  
instruments.  We encourage children to play instruments, using a  
peripatetic music teacher to instruct the violin and guitar.  
 
Throughout the year, we hold special concerts for parents. We also invite  
outside productions to school, such as the local Middle School’s Samba  
Band, for the children to experience live performances. 
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Design Technology 
 

This is taught throughout the year, when children are encouraged to make 
their own designs and then choose suitable materials and methods to 
construct them.  They are asked to evaluate their own work and suggest 
possible improvements.  Children are taught to use a range of techniques and 
a variety of tools safely.  

              
           Habitat building 

 
 
                   

 
 

 
         

Building Volcanoes 

 
 
Junk modelling  

 

    
Art          Clay modelling 
Children develop their understanding and enjoyment of art,  
craft and design through a wide range of activities that include                 
drawing, printing, painting, collage, sewing, clay work and  
weaving.  They are introduced to the work of artists, crafts people  
and designers, locally and from other cultures.   
 
Gluing and sticking! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Chalk pictures 
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P.E. 

 
Through P.E. we aim to develop co-ordination, strength, stamina and skills.  Above all, we hope to promote 
a healthy lifestyle and enjoyment of physical activity. We have achieved the Gold Games Mark award in PE. 
 
Children participate in a wide range of physical activities 
including games, gymnastics, dance and athletics. As part  
of the Sports Partnership, all classes throughout the year  
take part in the Leighton Buzzard Lower Schools Football  
and Multi skills Tournaments plus other events. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Archery 

 
 
We encourage all our children to take part in the Sports 
activities offered in school time and after school hours 
ensuring all pupils have at least 2 hours of PE per week. 

 
 
 
 
Curling  
 
 

 
 
 

 
                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sports Day 2017 
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P.S.H.E. 
 
As part of our curriculum programme, all members of staff promote good health and fitness habits. 
The children explore topics including our bodies, keeping safe, changes that occur as we grow, families and 
friendships.  The school has the full ‘National Healthy School’s Award’. 
 
 

MFL (Modern Foreign Languages – French) 
 
Conversational French is taught in Years 3 & 4. This is taught in a light-hearted way to teach the children 
every-day vocabulary and phrases. 
 
 
 

Science experiments 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

        

           

 

  Enjoying a good read 

 

 
A visit from the Fire Service 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  ‘      
     

    Talking about the Titanic 
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TOPICS 
 
 

Overview of Topics  2016 – 2017 

 

SAMPLE 

 Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

EYFS 

 

Super 

me! 

Super 

people 

C
h

ri
s
tm

a
s
 r

e
la

te
d

 w
o

rk
 –

 l
a
s
t 

2
 w

e
e
k
s

 o
f 

te
rm

 
Fantasy 

Monsters 

Dinosaur 

Roar! 

Food 

around 

the world 

Toy Story 

Year 1 

 

Fairies 

and 

Frogs 

Come & join 

the party 

Open the 

book 

Down the 

garden path 

Where 

the wild 

things 

are 

Down in 

the deep 

Year 2 Carnival of the 

Animals 

Ice and Fire Picture This 

Year 3 Italy/Romans 

Bellisimo! 

Out of this world  The Iron Man 

Year 4 Walk like an Egyptian It’s Gloriumptious! We’ll meet again 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Our school has an equal opportunities statement applying to all areas of the curriculum.  Our curriculum is: 

 Open to all pupils irrespective of their attainment or aptitude 

 Encouraging and enabling with regard to pupils with Special Educational Needs 

 Fair and unbiased in terms of gender, ethnic or cultural background of the pupil 
 
Pupils with Special Educational needs 
The school provides good support for any pupil with special educational needs. There is a Teaching Assistant 
in every classroom for part of the day. We try to identify children with special needs as early as possible and 
involve outside agencies such as the Educational Psychologist, to help with strategies to increase these 
pupils’ capacity for learning. Teachers work very closely with parents to monitor their child’s progress. 
 

 
Children with Special Educational Needs (S.E.N.D) 
 
A central aim of Beaudesert Lower School is to enable each individual to develop their potential to the 
fullest extent.  Within any class there is a range of ability.  Children in some areas of the curriculum may 
have needs beyond the normal range and will therefore be identified as having special educational needs. 
All teachers are involved in identifying and providing for children with special educational needs.  Our 
S.E.N. Coordinator coordinates the provision for children identified as needing help and arranges progress 
reviews with parents.  A designated governor for S.E.N. visits the school regularly and liaises with the S.E.N. 
Coordinator. 
 
After consultation with parents, advice from external agencies may be sought if considered necessary.  
 
A copy of our S.E.N.D. Policy is available on request. 
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Educational Visits and Curriculum Enrichment 
 

 
During the year, educational visits may be organised to enhance  
the work in the classroom.  The majority of visits are to sites within  
our immediate environment, but some of the visits are further afield  
and require the use of transport.  For all educational visits, parents  
receive prior written notice and are requested to give written  
permission for their child to take part. 
 
All visits are thoroughly risk-assessed and we have a high ratio of  
adults to children accompanying them. 
 
In Year 4, pupils are given the opportunity to experience a residential  
visit. Last year, pupils were taken to Caldecotte - Milton Keynes for 2         
days and one night. This will also take place this coming year.   

Caldecotte Residential Year 4 
 
 
         
 

 
 
 
 

 
Whipsnade Zoo Visit- Year 2         
 

Pizza Express Visit for Early Years 
Ashridge Estate visit- Year 1 

 
Team Points 
The school operates a ’team points’ scheme where the children can be awarded team points during the school day, if 
they have achieved something in the class room, or if they have been particularly helpful.  There are 4 ‘teams’ here at 
school, they are: 
 

Lady Birds 
Grass Hoppers 
Dragon Flies 
Wasps 
 
Your child will be placed in their ‘team’ when they first start school, and will remain in that same team for the duration 
of their education here at Beaudesert Lower School. The children work together in these teams during the whole 
school year and at events such as Sports Day, which is held in the Summer term.  
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FOREST SCHOOL 
 
Here at Beaudesert we have a member of staff who is 
trained as a Forest School practitioner.  The sessions have  
proved immeasurably beneficial to the children. 
 
Forest School offers ALL learners regular opportunities to 
achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through  
hands-on learning experiences in a woodland or natural  
environment with trees.  The schools extensive grounds  
and science garden are an excellent environment for these  
sessions.  
 
Not only does taking part in the Forest school programme benefit the children, but it also benefits  
wildlife too! 
 
Forest School sessions can: 

 Grow confidence 

 Help children develop an appreciation for their natural environment 

 Enable a practical element to their learning 

 Promote physical and healthy well being 

 Promotes self-discovery 

 Improve communication skills 

 Raise self esteem 
…to name just a few!           
 
 
 
 

“I liked it because we investigated creatures” 

                          

“It’s really fun. I haven’t played with mud for  

a long time”.  

  

“I like that we get to discover new things” 
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Swimming 
Year 3 children will undertake a course of swimming lessons at Tiddenfoot Leisure centre.  Transport is 
provided by the school.  The children greatly enjoy these lessons and it has an excellent impact on their 
learning at school.   
 
 
 

 
 
Collective Worship 
 
The religious education provided is in accordance with the new County Agreed Syllabus.  
Assemblies are held every day. They are of a broadly Christian nature but stories and readings will be taken 
from a variety of religious and other moral texts. During the year, members of the local community, 
including local churches, may lead an assembly in line with our Collective Worship Policy. 

 
 
Tapestry- Online Learning journal 
 
What is Tapestry? 
Tapestry is an online learning journal to record photos, observations, and comments, in line with the Early 
Years Foundation Stage curriculum, to build up a record of your child’s experiences during their times with 
us.  This system allows us to work with parents and carers to share information and record the children’s 
play and learning in and outside of the classroom.  

 
In Early Years, the emphasis for monitoring children’s learning and development is predominantly carried 
out through child-initiated observations.  These are observations of the children, participating in 
independent learning activities within the classroom and beyond.  
 
Tapestry provides each individual child with their own e-learning journal held online.  Parents and carers 
are given their own log-in using their own email and passwords (which is pre-set by us, but can be changed 
by you to make it more secure).  Staff can then record and assess the children, linking to the EYFS 
curriculum, uploading photos and other media. Once saved and each observation is approved, an email is 
then automatically generated to parents/carers so that they can have a look at their child’s work and can 
even make comments on it.   
 
As a result of this, parents, can keep up to date with their child’s progress and development. 
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School Council: An independent school voice 
 
There is a School Council here at Beaudesert.  The pupils, from  
Year 1 onwards, can be elected by their classmates. There are 2 
elected places available per class so that we have the entire  
School represented. Here the children can contribute to the  
Decision making of the school and are also given special jobs  
such as ‘Marketing Officer’, ‘Council Secretary’ and ‘Treasurer’.  
 

Just some of our school council members, 
displaying why they think is important to be 
healthy. 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN 
 

Special Awards Program 
 
A special Awards Assembly is held every week to celebrate the achievements of the children 
and to present certificates to mark the occasion.  

 

These include:  
Mathematician of the Week: Where we celebrate the children’s achievements in mathematics 

Writer of the Week: We celebrate the children’s efforts with their writing during the week. 

Challenge Champions: Where we praise the children for trying their best at any subject in school.  

Katy Hickman Cup: A trophy is awarded to the children who have been especially kind and helpful to 

their friends.  

Finer Diner: The children who have had the best manners and the healthiest lunches are chosen to sit at 

a special table with Mrs Pearce, our Headteacher, for lunch on a Friday! 
  
The children who have been awarded certificates will also be announced in the schools weekly newsletter! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
   
    
Finer Diners!               Challenge Champion 
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Breakfast and After school club 

 
 

Kidz Zone Club 
 
Kidz Zone operate our breakfast club on a daily basis from 8:00 – 8:40 am.  This can be used regularly or on 
an ad-hoc basis. They also run an After School Club which runs daily from 3:00pm offering a variety of clubs 
and experiences. On Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fridays the club runs to 5.30 pm and on 
Tuesdays to 6 pm. 
 
Both clubs are organised for us by The Future Games. Parents can book both the Breakfast and After 
School Club in advance via the Kidz Zone Club website –When booking online there is a simple online 
registration form to complete as part of your booking. Kidz Zone accepts online payments when booking 
online and will also accept childcare vouchers, cheque and cash payments. Bookings can also be made by 
email or telephone once your child is registered (paper registration forms can be downloaded from the 
website – completed and emailed to kidzzone@tfgcamps.com) 
 

 
School Lunches 

 
Lunch time takes place between 12:00 and 1:00pm 
Children in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for free meals. If parents do not wish their child to 
have a free meal then children may bring in packed lunches. For children in Years 3 and 4 the price of each 
lunch is £2.30 per day and payment should be made half termly or a week in advance. Our Catering 
Contractor is Chartwells and lunches must be ordered a week in advance. Unfortunately, Office staff 
cannot deal with dinner money, or give change.  
 
 
 

As a Healthy–Eating School, we request that children bringing packed lunches 
do not include fizzy drinks, glass containers or sweets and chocolate, and that 
all lunch boxes are clearly named. 
 
Unfortunately, we have several children attending school with nut allergies, 
so we ask for your consideration in not sending any product to school that 
contains nuts (eg peanut butter, biscuits containing nuts etc). 
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Pastoral Care 

 
We consider the Lower school years to be the most important of a child’s school life.  The work done at 
this time is planned to help your child develop good habits, attitudes, skills and knowledge that will 
contribute to their happiness and future success. 
 
An important aim of the school is to provide a happy working atmosphere within which everyone is valued 
and the needs of every child are considered individually.  All staff are sensitive to the emotional needs of 
children and strive to build close relationships with them.  If you have any concerns about your child’s 
welfare, please contact your child’s class teacher in the first instance. 

 
 

How I feel when I’m at school 

 
“I’m always super happy at school.  I can’t wait to come to school  

because my teachers are super great!” 
 

“I feel safe at school because I know all the teachers here.  The teachers are all 
really friendly and caring.  My favourite lesson is PE, I love being outside and doing 

sports” 
 

“I feel brilliant when I’m at school. I like school and the lessons are great” 

 
 
 

Nurture Group 
 
 

Here at Beaudesert we have a dedicated Nurture group for children that may struggle with emotions or 
self confidence.  Evidence has shown that children really benefit from working in these small groups and 
become more confident and grow in their self-esteem.  
 
Nurture groups are small classes that work alongside mainstream classes.  A special curriculum is created 
for children by members of staff who have been specially trained in this area.  They teach a curriculum that 
is appropriate to the children’s intellectual and development needs. They provide a structured, safe and 
predictable environment in which the children can learn. 
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Starting School 

 

We recognise that starting school is an exciting, yet anxious time for some children.  Every effort is made to 
ensure a smooth transition from home and pre-school/nursery. 
 
Parents are invited to a meeting at school in the term prior to their child starting school. They will meet with 
the Headteacher, the Early Years Teacher and, if available, a member of the Governing Body. 
The Early Years Staff like to arrange Home Visits at the beginning of the Autumn Term to meet your child in 
their home environment  
Following the Home Visits, the children are then phased into the unit so that they are full-time before the 
end of September. 
 

Organisation of Classes 
 
We aim to keep our class sizes as small as possible and organise children into single age class groups.  
However, this pattern of organisation is dependent upon available resources and the number of children 
admitted.  All classes are of mixed ability.  Each class receives support from a teaching assistant. 
 
The classes are divided into key stages: 

Key Stage 1:  5 - 7 years 
Key stage 2:  7 – 11 years (7 – 9 years at this school) 

 
Each class takes on the identity of a wild cat such as Panthers, Bobcats etc! 

 
 

 
A normal school day 

 

School Times 
 
School times are as follows:   Mornings:    8:45 am – 12:00 noon 
                                        Afternoons:  1:00 pm – 3:00 pm 
 
All children will have a 15 minute break in the morning. Lunch is between 12 noon and 1pm. 
 
At the beginning of the day, children should be taken directly to their classroom between 8:40 and 8:45 
am.  For safety reasons, children should not arrive at school before this time, unless they are supervised by 
their parents, as no staff are on duty to supervise them. They should not be left in Reception. 
 
Unfortunately, if you arrive later than 8:45 am, you will not be allowed to enter via the classroom door, but 
will need to go to Reception to sign in. 
 
 
At the end of the day, all children should be collected from outside their classroom.  Individual year groups 
will inform you of the specific arrangements. 
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Parents should inform the school if there is any change to their normal collection routine (eg being picked 
up by another person). 
 
For health and safety reasons we request that parents do not bring dogs onto the playground.  May we 
also remind you that the school grounds operate a ‘No smoking’ policy. 
 
If for any reason you have to collect or deliver your child to school during the day, you are required to sign 
your child in and out of the register kept in Reception.  For the safety of our children and staff, all visitors 
must sign in and out at Reception only, which has an entry system and CCTV. 
 

Parking 
 
For reasons of safety we ask that NO cars are brought into the school car park between 8:30am and 
3:15pm. This is for staff only. 
 
Parking outside school is very limited so we would ask parents and children to walk to school if possible.  If 
travelling by car, we ask you to show consideration to those residents living near to school by not parking 
across their driveways. Parents should park opposite the school avoiding the zig-zag lines and abiding by 
the local parking by-laws. 
 
 

 
 

Discipline and School Rules 
 
Children will be expected to show consideration and courteous behaviour at all times.  
 
The rules of the School are simple and require each child to: 

 show care, courtesy and consideration at all times  

 strive to ensure the well-being of all members of both the School and the wider community. 
 

At the beginning of each school year, children discuss and decide on rules for their classroom.  These are 
then displayed and referred to regularly. 
 
Positive encouragement of such attitudes comes from our approach of praise and trust.  Should positive 
means fail and a child’s conduct is considered unsatisfactory, the problem in the first instance will be dealt 
with by the teacher.  If a child fails to respond to advice, the school will work with parents to find ways of 
improving behaviour. 
 
An assembly is held each week during which achievements, in and out of school, are shared and 
celebrated.  We also celebrate the children’s birthdays. 
 
A copy of the Behaviour Policy is available on request. 
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Online Payments 

 

We operate an online payment system here at Beaudesert.  This is via the School Money website, which 
can be found at www.schoolmoney.co.uk. 
 
This provides parents with an easy and safe way to pay for school trips and clubs.  The system also 
automatically generates receipts and gives you friendly reminders. 
 
A password will be generated for you when your child first starts school. These login details along with 
your own personal email address and mobile phone number ensure that your account remains secure.   

 

 

 

 

School Clubs 
 

In addition to our own after school club, the school has lots of other clubs going on after school has 

finished. 

 

We run a football club in partnership with Luton Town Football club, and also Choir. 

 

We have a Violin teacher and a guitar teacher that come into school every week.  Please let us know if you 

would like any further details on these clubs and if your child would be interested in taking up an 

instrument. 
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WORKING WITH PARENTS 
 

Communication 
 
We are very keen to maintain high levels of communication with parents and you are very welcome to 
speak to your child’s teacher at the end of the day.  As Headteacher, I have an “open door” policy and 
welcome parents coming to see me at any time, often without the need for an appointment. 
 
Weekly newsletters are sent home via email. They include general school information and dates of any 
forthcoming events, as well as termly year group Curriculum Newsletters about what the children are 
being taught each term and any special events that are happening. 
 
Please also look at the website which is updated regularly. 
 

 
Homework 
 
We set a variety of homework activities which can be seen in our Homework Policy.  
These include reading, spellings, phonics, maths and other topic-related activities. 
 

 
Reporting Progress 
 
Parents are welcome to discuss any general queries or problems with the teaching staff or Headteacher.  It 
may not always be necessary to make an appointment. 
 
Parents are invited to discuss their child’s progress with the child’s teacher at Consultation Evenings held 
each term.  Other meetings are arranged when required, to inform parents about such matters as changes 
to the curriculum or assessment arrangements. 
 
In July of each year, a written report is sent to parents detailing progress. 
 
In Year 1, children take the phonics test, and some Year 2 children may re-take this test. 
In Year 2, children undertake National Curriculum Standard Assessment Tasks and Tests (SATs).  Results are 
reported to parents and included with written reports. 
 
 

PTA 

We are very lucky to have an amazing PTA here at school and 

we are most grateful for the support given to the school by 

members of the PTA.  If you would like to join the committee, 

or help with any of the events, please let us know as they 

always welcome new faces and ideas! 
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Absences and Illness 
 
If your child is absent from school for any reason, please telephone the school, and then follow up with a 
letter.  If your child is absent and we have not heard from you, it is school policy to telephone you to 
enquire why your child is away. 
Please note that if we are not notified of the reason for absence, it will remain on the register as 
unauthorised.  This may result in a call from an Attendance Officer. 
 

 
Holidays 
 
Dates of school terms are sent to parents each year.  Parents are discouraged from taking children on 
holiday during term time and all holiday absence is unauthorised.  A Leave of Absence request form, 
available from Reception, should be completed 4 weeks prior to the intended leave, to inform the school 
of the dates of any absence from school. If you take a family holiday in term-time you may be issued with a 
penalty 

 
 

 

Medical Matters 

We ask that you only send your child to school if they are well as we have a large number of children in 
school and infections spread easily and rapidly.  It is school policy that your child remains at home for 48 
hours following a stomach upset. 

There are occasions when it may be necessary to contact parents during the day about the welfare of their 
child, and so it is vital that we have up-to-date contact numbers for you and an alternative contact in case 
you are not available. 

The school will only administer prescription medicines. When a child is on medication prescribed by the 
doctor/hospital, medicines must be brought into school in a clearly labelled container stating the child’s 
name and details of dosage administration.  These must be handed to the School Secretary who will ask 
you to complete a form giving permission for her to administer the dose. 

Only named persons will administer prescribed medicines between 12:00 and 1:00 pm. No other medicines 
will be administered. 

If your child uses an inhaler, these will be stored in the classroom in a clearly marked box that can be 

obtained as and when needed.  Epipens will be stored centrally and all staff will be aware of who the 

inhalers and epipens belong to. 
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Procedure for Complaints 

As required under the Education Reform Act 1988, the School has a procedure whereby complaints about 

the curriculum and collective worship may be dealt with. Should parents find it necessary to consider making 

a complaint they should bring the matter first to the attention of the Head Teacher. If parents find that they 

must embark upon the complaints procedure then the Head Teacher, on request, will provide them with the 

relevant details. 

 

Child Protection 

The school has a Child Protection Policy and the designated Child Protection Officer is the Headteacher.  All 

cases of child abuse or suspected child abuse are reported immediately to the Child Protection Officer and 

dealt with in accordance with the agreed procedure. We recognise that all matters relating to child 

protection are confidential and staff are informed on a need to know basis. 

 

Racial Equality Policy 

The school has a Racial Equality Policy and a policy for dealing with racist incidents. Data on racist incidents 

is collected at the end of each academic year. The purpose of collecting information on racist incidents is to 

identify, address and resolve issues around overtly racist behaviour or possible institutional racism. 

 

AVAILABILITY OF PUBLIC DOCUMENTS 

 

As required under the Education Act certain documents which relate to the school must be made available 

at the school to parents who express a wish to see them. The list of those documents which must be made 

available will need to be revised as new documents are published. The list currently includes:- 

 

1. The school’s Curriculum Policy Statement. 
2. All schemes of work and syllabuses in use. 
3. The County Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education. 
4. Any recent HMI Report about the school. 
5. The School’s Complaints Procedure. 
6. The school’s charging and remission of charges policies. 

 

Parents wishing to see any of these documents or wishing to obtain a copy of one of them should contact 

the Headteacher. 
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ADMISSIONS POLICY SEPTEMBER 2017/2018 

Admission Number:  55 

 

The Local Authority will apply the following criteria (in the rank order shown) to decide the order in which places will 
be allocated when there are more requests from parents/carers than the number of places available: 

 

 All “looked after” children or children who were previously “looked after” (see definitions); 

 Children living in the catchment area with siblings at the school (see definition of sibling); 

 Children living in the catchment area; 

 Other children with siblings at the school; 

 Children who live nearest to the school determined by straight line distance from the school site to the child’s 
home address 

 

Notes: 

 

Pupils with a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health and Care Plan 

In accordance with the Education Act 1996, children with a Statement of SEN or Education, Health and Care 
Plan are required to be admitted to the academy/school named in the Statement or Plan and will be 
allocated a place ahead of those without a Statement of Special Education Needs or Education, Health and 
Care Plan in the allocation process. Thereafter the admissions criteria for each academy/school will apply to 
those children without a Statement of Special Education Needs or Education, Health and Care Plan. After 
allocations have been made, if an application is made late or is received as part of the in-year process, pupils 
who have a Statement of Special Educational Needs or Education, Health and care Plan are required to be 
admitted to the school which is named on the statement or Plan, even if the school is full.  

 

Fair Access Protocol 

All Local Authorities must have a Fair Access Protocol which operates outside of the arrangements of co-
ordinated admissions (i.e. those children being admitted to the point of entry at an academy/school) to 
ensure unplaced children, especially the most vulnerable are offered a suitable school place. Pupils identified 
for admission through the Fair Access Protocol will be admitted even if the school is full. 

Admissions Criteria 

The admissions criteria will be applied separately and sequentially until all places are filled.  Priority is not 
given within each criterion to children who meet other criteria. The distance criterion will be used as a 
tiebreaker in each criterion where required to determine the allocation of places. In the event of (a) two or 
more children living at the same address point (e.g. children resident in a block of flats) or (b) two addresses 
measuring the same distance from the school, the ultimate tie-breaker will be random selection, using the 
Tribal Admissions database to allocate the place.   
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Definitions of Admissions Criteria: 

“Looked after” children 

A “looked after” child is a child in the care of a local authority as defined by Section 22 of the Children Act 1989. 
In relation to school admissions legislation a “looked after child” is a child in public care at the time of 
application to a school. 

Previously “looked after” children 

A previously “looked after” child is a child who was “looked after” but ceased to be so because they were 
adopted or became subject to a residence order or a special guardianship order. 

Catchment area 

A catchment area is a geographical area from which children are given priority for admission to the particular 
school. Please see www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/admissions for more information on school catchment 
areas. 

      Sibling 

A sibling refers to a brother or sister, half brother or sister, step brother or sister, adopted brother or sister 
fostered brother or sister where foster care has been arranged by a Local Authority or the child of the 
parent/carer’s partner, and in every case, the child should be living at the same address.   The sibling must be 
in the school at the time of application and be likely to remain in the school at the proposed date of admission. 

Children who live nearest to the school determined by straight line distance from the school site to the pupil’s 
home address 

The distance the pupil lives from the school which is measured in a straight line, using the Local Authority’s 
computerised measuring system, with those living closer to the school receiving the higher priority. The Local 
Authority will measure the distance from the address point of the pupil’s home to a point on the school site 
agreed with the governing body of the school. 
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ADMISSION ARRANGEMENTS 2017/2018 

 
1.  Introduction 
 
1.1 The School Standards and Framework Act 1998, as amended by the Education Act 2002 and 

supported by The School Admissions (Admission Arrangements and Co-ordination of Admission 
Arrangements) Regulations 2012 requires Local Authorities to formulate a scheme for co-ordinating 
admission arrangements for all academies and maintained schools in their area.   
 

1.2 A school is here defined as any academy or maintained community, foundation, trust, voluntary 
aided or voluntary controlled school in the Central Bedfordshire Council area. 

 
1.3 Central Bedfordshire Council, acting as the Local Authority is the admission authority for all 

community and voluntary controlled schools. The admission authority for academies is the 
academy trust. For foundation, trust and voluntary aided schools, the admission authority is the 
governing body. 

 
1.4 This scheme will apply to all lower, primary and middle academies and schools for admissions in the 

Central Bedfordshire Council area from September 2017.  
 
1.5. Any reference to Central Bedfordshire is a reference to the administrative area of the unitary 

authority. 
 
1.6  Central Bedfordshire Council uses the equal preference system to process admission applications, 

as outlined below:  
  
1.6.1 Stage 1  
 

All first, second and third preference applications are considered equally against the admissions 
criteria.  At this stage the Council does not distinguish between first, second and third preference 
applications.  For example, if the school has 120 places and there are 150 first, second and third 
preference applications all are considered equally against the admissions criteria. 

 
1.6.2 Stage 2  
 

If a pupil qualifies for a place at more than one school the parent’s highest ranked preference (i.e. 
first or second preference on the parent’s application form) will be offered, and any lower ranking 
offers will be disregarded.  For example a parent’s first and third preferences might both qualify for 
a place, in which case the parent would be offered their first preference, leaving the place at the 
third preference school available for another pupil. 
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2.  The Scheme 
  
2.1.  This scheme is for admissions in the normal year of entry for: 

a) Lower Academies and Schools  
b) Primary Academies and Schools 
c) Middle Academies and Schools 

 
2.2. There will be a standard form known as the Common Application Form (CAF) available for parents 

of children living in Central Bedfordshire to apply online or by completing a hard copy application 
form. 
 

2.3. The CAF will be used for the purposes of admitting children into the first year of a:  
 Lower or Primary academy/school (Year R), or  
 Middle academy/school (Year 5).  

 
2.4. The CAF will enable parents/carers to:  

 express a preference for up to 3 academies/schools 
 rank their preferences 
 give reasons for their preferences 
 

2.5. Information will be provided on the admissions process in the form of the admissions booklet and 
will contain information on: 

a) the academies and schools in Central Bedfordshire 
b) dates of open evenings (where applicable) 
c) published admission numbers and admissions criteria 
d) how to complete an application 
e) how places are allocated 
f) timetable for the application and allocation process 
g) school transport 
h)  who to contact for advice 

 
 
2.6. Admissions for the normal year of entry into a Lower or Primary Academy/School (Year R):   
2.6.1 Parents of all children born between 01/09/12 and 31/08/13 and living in Central Bedfordshire will 

be able to apply for an academy or school place online or by completing a hard copy of the 
Common Application Form (CAF). The CAF will be available from any local lower or primary 
academy/school, from the School Admissions Team or it can be downloaded from the Council 
website.  

 
2.6.2 Parents of children living in Central Bedfordshire who wish to apply for a primary or lower 

academy/school in another Local Authority must apply online or complete the hard copy of the 
CAF.  

 
 
2.6.3 Parents of children who do not live in Central Bedfordshire but who wish to apply for a place at a 
Central Bedfordshire school or academy must make their application to their home Local Authority. 
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2.6.4 Deferred Entry: Parents of children offered a place for admission in the reception year are offered a 

full time place to commence in the September following their child’s fourth birthday. However  
parents may defer the admission of their child until later in the academic year or until their child 
becomes of statutory school age or request that their child takes up  
their place part-time until they reach statutory school age. A place cannot be deferred beyond 
statutory school age nor beyond the academic year for which the place was offered Therefore the 
following will apply, according to the child’s date of birth for deferring entry to the Reception year: 

 
  

Child born: Term which place can be deferred until: 

1 September – 31 December Spring term (January) 

1 January – 31 March Summer term (April) 

1 April – 31 August Summer term (April) 

 
2.7. Delayed admission for summer born children (those born between 1 April and 31 August) 
 
2.7.1. Parents/carers can also request that their Summer born child is admitted to Reception in that year 

rather than to Year 1. However, parents/carers do not have the right to insist that their child is 
admitted to a particular age group, a decision will be made by the admission authority for the 
school in consultation with the Headteacher. 

 
2.7.2. Parents/carers of Summer born children should make their application for a school place on the 

Common Application Form (CAF) by 15 January if their child will be 4 years old by 31 August of that 
year. They should make clear in the form that they wish to defer entrance to school for a year. They 
should apply for both entrance to their child’s normal age group (Year R) and for entrance out of 
the year group. 
 

2.7.3. In line with the School Admissions Code December 2014 (“the Code”), the Council, as the admission 
authority for Community and Voluntary Controlled Schools, will consider a request on the basis of 
the individual circumstances of the case and the best interests of the child. To this end, the Council 
will liaise with the Headteacher and must take account of their professional opinion on the case. 
The Council will also take account of the parents’/carers’ view. A written request, sent together 
with the CAF should be made by the parents/carers for the attention of the Admissions Manager 
and should include the parents’/carer’ reasons for the request, information regarding the child’s 
academic, social and emotional development including any supporting evidence the parent deems 
relevant; where relevant, their medical history and the views of a medical professional and if 
applicable, details if the child was born prematurely including whether they would have been in a 
lower age group had they been born on their due date. Once determined, the decision will be 
communicated to the parent(s)/carer(s) in writing and will include the reasons for the decision. 

 
2.7.4. For schools which control their own admissions (Foundation, Trust or Voluntary Aided), 

parents/carers need to make their request in writing, separately from the CAF, directly to the 
Headteacher and Governing Body of the school. The request should include such details as are  
outlined above. The Governing Body, along with the Headteacher, will then consider the request, 
making their decision on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the best interests of the 
child in accordance with the Code. For Academies, parents/carers need to make their request in  
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writing directly to the Academy Trust via the Principal. Academies must also follow the Code in 
making a decision. 
 
 

2.7.5. Where the parents’/carers’ request for a school place outside the normal age group is successful, 
the parents/carers can withdraw their application for a place within the normal age group. They will 
have to make a fresh application during the admissions round the following year. Where the 
request for a place outside the normal age group is unsuccessful, they may decide to continue with 
their application for a place within the normal age group or may withdraw it and make an in year 
application for admission to year one for the September following the child’s fifth birthday. 
 

2.7.6. Where a parent has more than one preferred school in their application, the relevant admission 
authorities will each consider the request and make their decision individually. There is no 
guarantee that all will come to the same decision. 
 

2.7.7. Again at a future application or transfer point the decision to admit a child out of their normal age 
group rests with the admission authority and there is no guarantee they will come to the same 
decision as an earlier authority may have. 
 

2.7.8. As set out above, if a request is granted, the parent will need to make an application as part of next 
year’s normal admission round and this will be processed within the normal allocation process. A 
place is never guaranteed at a particular school and in the case of oversubscription, places are 
offered in accordance with the school’s oversubscription criteria. In short it would be delaying the 
application rather than an offer of a place. 
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